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I’ve decided to open this edition with a controversial proclamation. Some of you will be confused. Others 
may even cringe in shock. But there will be those who smile with confidence. I hope most of you fall into 
the last category. It means I’m writing to the right people and we should have a further conversation. 
 
In any case, are you ready for big reveal? Here it is: 
 
I have no TV in my office, nor am I plugged into 24/7 CNBC, CNN, Bloomberg or BNN feeds. Yes, I know. 
By most standards, this is investment industry sacrilege. How can one be an investment advisor without 
having one’s brain plugged into these outlets? 
 
Believe you me, not so long ago, I too subscribed to that notion. I did not deem myself a true investment 
advisor until I had that TV on my desk, constantly pumping me up with investment information. One day, 
my dream came true. With the glorious CNBC/BNN feeds on my desk, I felt professional and ready to take 
on the investment world. And with that ticker endlessly scrolling at the bottom of the TV screen, could life 
get any better? (Never you mind that the same ticker was made obsolete by the internet years before.) 
 
But it was not long before I noticed that being “plugged in” did not equate to getting “better” at investing. 
In fact, skills seemed in decline. How can that be, I thought? After much self-evaluation, I realized I was 
entranced the feed’s constant drone and cascade of information. All the conflicting ideas, opinions, 
insights did nothing but confuse me and send me into an endless chase of the “next big thing” for clients. 
 
Realizing these feeds do not have silver bullets nor crystal balls of investing was…invigorating and 
liberating. I felt set free to set investment courses not riddled with other people’s stale ideas for my 
clients. I recognized that, at best, these feeds might corroborate the cannons and trumpets in Baron 
Rothschild’s famous quote – “Buy on the sound of the cannon, sell on the sound of the trumpets”1.. Let me 
tell you though, buying on the heels of depressing voices spouting fear is impossible. And when those 
voices turn euphoric? The impossibility grows exponentially. Reading that Rothschild quote is one thing. 
Implementing it is quite another. 
 

Unshackled from the mainstream expectations and demands, it was time to make my own way, to source 
my own information and make my own decisions for my clients’ investment success. Have I completely 
renounced BNN and CNBC as information sources? Of course not. But I access them on my own accord 
and on my own pace, as needed. I’d rather quench my information thirst slowly, with a straw, rather than 
having a bucket of water dumped on me. 
 
Why am I sharing this big revelation with you?  As I was preparing to script this month’s issue, it donned 
on me that many global markets surged through and posted all-time highs over the past two or three 
months. No doubt, I may have been privy of this information much sooner had either CNBC or BNN feed 
been coursing through my veins. But I suspect that the mob’s frenzy would be difficult to resist, thus 
clouding my judgement moving forward. I’d rather keep a clear head for potential rough waters ahead. 
 
A simple but powerful case in point. In a recent daily publication I skim through, I noticed – “[s]izing up 
the FOMC tea leaves…” Now, don’t get me wrong, I appreciate there’s a level of metaphor in that 
statement. But is it not revealing the direction of analysis is resorting to reading tea leaves? Who has time 
and confidence for trudging down that road? What level of confidence would you have if, at your next 
portfolio review your advisor busted out the tea leaves and started strategizing your portfolio? Besides, 
why are we so enamoured with what central banks might say…or did say…or didn’t say? I can’t be the only 
one who finds it mind numbing, at best. 
 
If applying more prudent investment strategies, rather than ones based on tea leaves, is important to you, 
let’s connect for an informal and courteous discussion about your investment portfolio and how Pinnacle 
Sovereign Investments of ACPI may be a better fit as an steward in achieving your life’s vision and goals. 
 
All My Best, 
 

Adrian Harasymiw 
Investment Advisor 
 
 
1. “The Maxims of Wall Street”, Mark Skousen, 2nd Edition, 2013 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 
“If you can’t take the sting,  
don’t reach for the honey.” 

~ Unknown 
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10-Year Bond Yields February 
2024 

January 
2024 

Quarter 1 
2024 

Year-to-Date 
2024 

Canada 4.24% 2.82% 8.21% 8.21% 

U.S. 8.64% 1.29% 9.98% 9.98% 

Switzerland 3.44% 6.87% 12.75% 12.75% 

Japan -3.01% 16.96% 14.54% 14.54% 

   

   

Major Stock Indices February 
2024 

January 
2024 

Quarter 1 
2024 

Year-to-Date 
2024 

S&P/TSX (Canada) 1.42% 0.56% 2.20% 2.20% 

DOW (U.S.) 2.15% 1.55% 3.81% 3.81% 

S&P 500 (U.S.) 4.84% 2.12% 7.40% 7.40% 

Nasdaq (U.S.) 4.80% 2.82% 8.26% 8.26% 

NYSE (U.S.) 3.75% 0.35% 4.48% 4.48% 

FTSE 100 (U.K.) -0.01% -1.33% -1.33% -1.33% 

Euro Stoxx 50 (EUR) 5.08% 2.65% 7.71% 7.71% 

Nikkei 225 (Japan) 8.77% 9.32% 17.99% 17.99% 

Shanghai (China) 8.72% -6.20% 1.43% 1.43% 

  

   

Major Commodities February 
2024 

January 
2024 

Quarter 1 
2024 

Year-to-Date 
2024 

Gold (USD) -0.16% -0.26% -0.87% -0.87% 
Silver (USD) -0.74% -3.64% -4.82% -4.82% 
WTI Crude Oil 3.03% 5.77% 9.13% 9.13% 
Natural Gas -12.88% -19.23% -28.46% -28.46% 
Uranium -11.23% 10.47% 3.06% 3.06% 
Wheat -3.19% -5.31% -8.34% -8.34% 
Cotton 17.00% 5.32% 23.12% 23.12% 

  

   

Other February 
2024 

January 
2024 

Quarter 1 
2024 

Year-to-Date 
2024 

USD Index 0.61% 2.10% 2.73% 2.73% 

CAD/USD -1.02% -1.40% -2.41% -2.41% 

Bitcoin 43.58% 0.71% 44.60% 44.60% 

Ethereum 46.47% -0.05% 46.40% 46.40% 

VIX -5.77% 8.47% 1.29% 1.29% 
 

For more investment performance numbers, be sure to check out 
www.PinnacleSovereign.com/MoneyManagement/MarketPulse 

 
 

Pinnacle Sovereign Investments is a trade name of Aligned Capital Partners Inc. (ACPI). ACPI is regulated by the Canadian Investment Regulatory Organization (www.ciro.ca) and a 
Member of the Canadian Investor Protection Fund (www.cipf.ca). Adrian Harasymiw is registered to advise in securities to clients residing in Alberta & Saskatchewan. 
 

This publication is for informational purposes only and shall not be construed to constitute any form of investment advice.  The views expressed are those of the author and may not necessarily be those of 
ACPI. Information has been compiled from sources believed to be reliable, but no representation or warranty, express or implied, is made by ACPI, its affiliates or any other person as to 
its accuracy, completeness or correctness. All opinions expressed are as of the date of this publication and are subject to change without notice.  Content is prepared for general 
circulation and has been prepared without regard to the individual financial circumstances and objectives of persons who receive it. You should not act or rely on the information 
without seeking the advice of the appropriate professional. Products or services referenced may not be suitable for you and it is recommended that you consult your financial advisor if 
you are in doubt about the suitability of such investments or services. 

Looking for better interest paying solutions for your savings? Check out some of these month-end best rates 
available on our investment shelf. Please contact us for further information. (Rates subject to change without notice.) 

 

High Interest Savings Fund: 4.78% (net) 
 

1-Year GIC: 5.23% (net) 
 


